STRATFORD PRESCHOOL

CAR POOLS
A smoothly running carpool will simplify your life.  Here are a few suggestions to help yours be that kind of carpool. 

1. Arrange a meeting of all carpool participants prior to the beginning of school to work out driving schedules and to get to know one another.  (It is also a good idea to let the children involved have a chance to meet each other.  A morning of play without siblings can reduce their apprehension and pave the way for new friendships.)  At the first meeting, make plans for a mid-year review to be held in December or January.  Schedule changes or minor irritations may be dealt with at such a meeting.  

2. Have one person from your carpool tell Linda Huff (460-0659 phone) which children are in the carpool.  She will assign a carpool number.  Inform the other drivers of that number.  Each driver should bring this number on a large piece of cardboard and place it in the driver’s sidecar window when picking up the carpool at Stratford.  This allows the teachers to call the children in turn, thereby speeding the carpool line.  

3. PLEASE put each child in a safety restraint to promote safety and limit rowdy behavior in the car.  It takes a few minutes longer, but it might save a child’s life.  (Also, state law requires this.)  The carpool driver must maintain discipline in the car.  Don’t hesitate to ask children to be quiet or to keep their hands to themselves.  If the children in the carpool are misbehaving, pull over to the side of the road and wait quietly until all are calm and ready to cooperate for a safe ride.  If you have undue difficulty with any child, speak to the parents involved, and decide on an appropriate course of action. 

4. Make every effort to have your child ready in the morning when the carpool arrives and to be home yourself before he/she returns in the afternoon.  Anyone may have a last minute problem, but it should not become chronic.  Do not send cumbersome or noisy toys to school when someone else is driving.  Save those special things for your day.  If you’re sending a special treat for your child’s class, pack it in a sturdy container and give it to the driver. 

5. Coming off Shore Drive onto Treasure Island, you immediately enter a school zone which continues onto Black Beard Road behind Stratford Preschool.  Be extra cautious and alert for pedestrians, especially children.  When picking up at Stratford, do not cut across the median divide on Treasure Island Road.  The Virginia Beach Police have ticketed drivers for that.  

6. Finally, don’t let small irritations turn into major issues.  Speak directly to the person or persons involved. 

Good carpooling depends on kindness and common sense.  Lifelong friendships have grown from the cooperative effort of getting children to and from Stratford.  We sincerely hope that you will add to that happy history. 

PLEASE NOTE:
If for any reason your child is not to go in his regular carpool, on a particular occasion, we must have a note to that effect on the day in question. 

Once you have picked up your children, please drive to the adjacent parking lot before rearranging the children and adjusting seat belts.  This allows other cars to move forward more quickly.  

